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• Introduction and vision

• Policy context

• Overview of the European Digital Credentials for Learning

• European Learning Model

• Q&A

Agenda



By 2025, all learners should be able to 

receive their education/training and 

professional credentials digitally and 

store them in a wallet 
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Free movement

European

Digital 

Credentials for 

learning

European Data Strategy & 

Skills Data Space

Europass Decision

European Skills Agenda

Central to the EU's Policy Agenda

Micro-Credentials

Recommendation

Individual Learning

Account Recommendation

DEAP and European Education Area (2025)
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Conceptual synergies with other EU initiatives and services

Citizen (Mobile) Wallets

(EUDI Wallet)

European Blockchain 

Service Infrastructure

European Student Card 

Initiative

Erasmus Without Paper 

(ELMO/EMREX)

National Systems

Implementation of the new eIDAS 

Regulation

Europass

European Digital Credentials for 

Learning

Europass (Web) Wallets

integrate

integrateintegrate

integrate

provide

link to

Single Digital Gateway

Common European Skills 

Data Space

Erasmus+ mobility

(VET, Adult learning, school 

education)
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Working on EDC means

• Teamwork across the Commission (DIGIT, CNECT, GROW, EAC …)

• Helping Member States in their digital transformation of credentialing
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Transparency of skills, qualifications and qualifications systems

Council recommendation of 22 May 2017 on the European Qualifications 

Framework for lifelong learning 

Decision of the European Parliament and European Council of 2 May 2018 on 

a common framework for the provision of better services for skills and 

qualifications (Europass)

Diploma Supplement – attached to a higher education diploma

Certificate supplement – attached to a VET/professional certificate 

Mobility supplement – attached to a mobility experience

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32017H0615%2801%29
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32018D0646
https://europa.eu/europass/en/diploma-supplement
https://europa.eu/europass/en/europass-certificate-supplement
https://europa.eu/europass/en/work-europe/mobility
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The European Digital Credentials for Learning
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EDC legal base

Europass Decision (2018) -

Article 4

6. Europass shall support 

authentication services for any digital 

documents or representations of 

information on skills and 

qualifications.
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Why an EU role in Digital Credentialing?

EU added value

• A European solution (not a UK or 
USA based solution)

• Supporting free movement 
(transparency & recognition)

• Free & open source

• Multilingual

• Privacy by design (GDPR)

• Connecting education and 
employment

• Trustworthy & tamper evident 

• Compliant with international 

standards (W3C VC)

• Cost and time savings

• Controlled by owners

• Easy to share, store and verify

• Data rich

Benefits for users
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Employer use cases for digital credentials

Source: Digital Credentials Consortium (mit.edu)

Developing Experience Portfolios

Documenting skills acquisition while in employment

Verifying Credentials

Checking that applicants can back up their claims about achievement with 

documentation

Widening Access to Talent

Identifying suitable employment candidates who may not typically apply or qualify for 

positions

Matching Jobs to Skills

Accurately summarising the full skills and competences of job applicants, and 

matching these to positions
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https://digitalcredentials.mit.edu/
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Three things to remember

Digital credentials 

are the future

Supporting the 

recognition of skills 

and qualifications

Connecting Member

States
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Types of digital credentials

13

• A credential, in its most essential form, is a 

documented statement containing claims 

made about a person

• qualifications (e.g. professional certificates, 

university degrees, VET certificates, school 

leaving certificates), 

• activities (e.g. letters of recommendation by 

employers, participation in non-formal 

learning),

• assessments (e.g. transcripts of records)

• entitlements (e.g. right to access a 

profession)

• Recognition statements (e.g. assessment 

of foreign qualifications)
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Europass Diploma Supplement Preview Pages
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Instant and Automatic Checks, including Accreditation

Connection 

with the 

DEQAR 

accreditation 

database
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Digital Credentials and ESCO

• European Skills, Competences, 

Qualifications and Occupations (ESCO)

• Describing, identifying and classifying 

professional occupations and skills 

relevant for the EU labour market and 

education and training area

• Systematically showing the relations 

between those occupations and skills

• ELM allows cross-reference



European Commission 17

Q1 2023 developments

• Support for Self-Sovereign Identity

• EBSI Integration

• Data model browser

• Native Verifiable Credentials

• JSON-LD

• Credential re-signing

• Upgrade of Mandated Issue

• Archive Wallet

• Europass Mobility

• Certificate Supplements

• Micro-credentials

• Recognition statements

• Revocation list

Q2-4 2023 developments

Future developments

Timeline of upcoming developments
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What is a data model?
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European Learning Model

04

03

02

01

Definitions and Standards in CRs on EQF &

Micro-credentials, Diploma Supplement, 

Europass Decision, etc. supplemented by 

glossaries for additional terms

01 European Information Model

National, Regional or Sectoral 

extensions of the data model & 

application profiles to deal with specific 

use cases

04 Extensions

A Linked Open Data publication of 

concepts to be used in educational and 

employment use cases throughout 

Europe

02 European Learning Model

Specific sets of rules for publishing 

learning opportunities, qualifications, 

accreditations and credentials in 

Europass 

03 Application Profiles
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Use the EC free service and platform to issue EDCs 

(low cost/investment)

• Via Online Credential Builder

 Online browser-based

 User-friendly (follows dev updates, handles associations well)

 All your templates in one place

• Via file upload

 Native EDC format

 Most suitable for issuing large number of credentials (1000+)

Customise and run the EDC infrastructure locally 

(medium up-front cost/investment)

 Native EDC format

 Most suitable for issuing large number of credentials (1000+)

Scenarios of Implementation
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Transparency and Portability

487 properties describe

• Credential owner

• Organisations

• Achievements 

• Activities

• Assessments

• Entitlements



European Commission 22

OCB to build credential templates

• User-friendly web browser based 
interface

• Private OCB account with EU Login

• Cross-referenceable templates

• No personal learner data stored

• Growing list of credential templates

• Navigation and content in 29 languages

• Search, clone and edit function

• Incorporating other standards (EQF, 
ESCO, ISCED-F, etc.)

• Apply preview customisation
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EDC Issuer before and after sealing
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Title

Email title informs about wallet deposit

EDC is attached

Email contains a unique credential URL

Email contains link to EDC Viewer
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Authentication and verification checks against credential fraud



European Commission 27

Thank you!

Contact us at

EMPL-ELM-Support@ec.europa.eu

mailto:EMPL-ELM-Support@ec.europa.eu
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