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When talking about civic and political engagement,
and democratic values, we need to be aware of the
changing context: Democracy in Europe (and
globally) is changing; engagement is changing

The classical model since the 1950s, representative
parliamentary democracy, focussed primarily on
voting, is showing various signs of fatigue

Democracy is changing
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Democracy fatigue
People less interested in voting: high
abstentionism
Democracy in Europe deeply interrelated with
the European Union, but now: integration
fatique, sovereigntism
Democracies increasingly conflictual:
polarization
Re-emergence of non-democratic ideas and
political forces: return of authoritarianism

Changing democracy and new generations
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Young people have grown up in democratic
societies that were already in decline (since
at least the early 2000s)
Young people seem generally alienated from
institutional politics, show less interest in
participating, in voting but also in other
forms of political participation
A core problem of contemporary
democracies is a lack of interest of younger
generations in upholding democracy

Changing democracy and new generations
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Young people are disadvantaged politically: Young
people are not equally represented in formal
political institutions and are importantly under-
represented in processes of policy-making and
democratic representation
In Europe, young people make up circa 15 to 20%
of the entire population, but less than 3% of
national parliaments have members that are under
30, with young women being around 1%. In the
current European Parliament, only 37 members
are under 35

Gaps in Youth Representation
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Gaps in Youth Representation
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Young people participate much
less in institutional politics than
older generations, also in
European elections
This is in direct contrast with the
extent to which young people
are affected by politics in terms
of socio-economic possibilities,
job security, housing, and the
outlook for the future

Youth participation

Source: Eurobarometer June 2019
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Various recent crises have affected young
people disproportionally, such as the
Covid-19 pandemic or the economic crises

Future prospects look dim, with the
increasing evidence of rising costs of living
and deterioration in their quality of life,
the evermore evident environmental crisis
as well as the tense geopolitical situation

Youth participation
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Young people have been
losing trust in politics
Such decline is however not
the same across different
segments of the youth
Research finds that mobile
young Europeans tend to be
more optimistic and engage
in politics

Youth participation

Source: ESN Survey 2019
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Youth participation

Source: Bee 2017
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The future of the European integration project is importantly tied up with
young people: current and future generations

Young people need to perceive European integration as important and of
essence for their own future

A transnational sensibility is crucial: the realization that nation-states
cannot provide all solutions by themselves, a feeling of solidarity with
others (beyond co-nationals), and respect for diversity and pluralism

European politics: transnational sensibility
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Survey: You(th) and the 2024 European elections 
The survey gathers data/responses (understanding), but also
tries to stimulate awareness and knowledge
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Survey: You(th) and the 2024 European elections 
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Survey: You(th) and the 2024 European elections 

No, not at all Yes, very much
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Thank you for your attention!
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