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What is Europass?
An initiative of the European Union to 
• make knowledge, skills and qualifications 

more visible and legible
• Help European citizens move  
• Build bridge between national education 

and training systems



Europass: Five documents
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Two documents in free access: the Europass CV and Language passport
- can be completed online in 26 languages with instructions and examples
- use the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages 
- leave room for non formal and informal learning 
- can be updated online and completed in another language
Three documents issued by national authorities:
Europass Mobility
- a record of any period of time spent in another European country (work 
placement in a company, an academic term, a voluntary placement in an NGO);
- it gives a detailed description of skills acquired and facilitates their validation
Europass certificate supplement (vocational education and training)
- gives a detailed description of vocational qualifications (skills acquired, level, 
duration of training, access to next level of education)
Diploma Supplement (higher education)
- gives a individualised description of topics studied, marks obtained
- issued by the higher education institution awarding the original degree

https://europass.cedefop.europa.eu/cvonline


Statistics (since launch)

• Website available in 26 languages
• 30 Million visits since 2005
• 10 Million CV created online
• 25 Million documents downloaded

http://europass.cedefop.europa.eu/Statistics/1._Activity_since_launch/Europass_Statistic_Reports_SinceLaunch.PDF




Europass in Spain: visits to 
Europass website



Europass in Spain (use by nationality)



Europass in Spanish



Visitors from Spain



Visitors by age groups



Europass: next steps
1. Redesign of the Europass website
2. Integration of other European tools (EQF, 

ECVET) into the Europass instruments
3.Increased interoperability with other IT 

tools (xml + taxonomies) for transfer of 
personal data

4. A simplified Europass framework?



1. Revamp of the Europass website
• 5 years, time to change
• Suggestions and feedback by users
• Usability study has been carried out
• More tutorials and examples for the CV 

online
• Wysiwyg interface for the CV online
• New CV template with better layout, new 

fields, resumee





2. Integration of other European tools: EQF
European Qualifications Framework: 

The EQF is a common European reference system which will link 
different countries’ national qualifications systems and frameworks

The EQF uses 8 reference levels based on learning outcomes 
(defined in terms of knowledge, skills and competences) to describe 
what the holder of a qualification (academic or vocational) actually 
knows and is able to do.

Objectives:
• supports a better match between the needs of the labour market (for 

knowledge, skills and competences) and education and training 
provision

• facilitates the transfer and use of qualifications across different 
countries and education and training systems.





European Credit system for Vocational Education and
Training (ECVET)

A device in which vocational qualifications are expressed in
units of to which credit points are attached, and which is
combined with a procedure for validating learning
outcomes.

Objectives: 
• mobility of people undertaking training; 
• accumulation, transfer, validation and recognition of

learning outcomes (either formal, non-formal or informal) 
acquired in different countries; 

• transparency of qualifications; 
• mutual trust and cooperation between vocational training

and education providers in Europe.



European Credit system for Vocational
Education and Training (ECVET)



European Credit system for Vocational
Education and Training (ECVET)



3.Increase interoperability of Europass with
other IT tools

• EU agencies: promotion of EU CV standard
Eures, Euraxess

• National employment services
• Businesses and universities
• Private employment services (beyond Europe)
• Development of taxonomies (project ESCO) of

Skills, Competences and Occupations



4. A simplified Europass framework?



Thank you for your attention

More about Europass
http://europass.cedefop.europa.eu

Contact: 
Cedefop: philippe.tissot@cedefop.europa.eu

Commission: carlo.scatoli@ec.europa.eu

http://europass.cedefop.europa.eu/
mailto:philippe.tissot@cedefop.europa.eu
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