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One of the issues maths teachers face 
is that the subject is rather abstract. 
Why Maths? involved six partner 
organisations across six countries  
to show how maths is important  
in the real world
Why Maths? aimed to bring maths to life with real-life 
applications, but it also had wider benefits for everyone 
involved, as Project Co-ordinator Esther García-Ligero explains:

Most of my students have never flown and have 
never gone abroad, so that is the first thing that 
has changed in their lives. I'm pretty sure that 
this kind of experience marks people for all their 
life: to live with a different family, know new 
people, share a week with people from other 
places, know different cultures. It's an amazing 
experience that remains in their memory."

By involving different subjects, including art, languages, 
philosophy and chemistry, the students and teachers who 
took part in Why Maths? were able to see how maths is a 
common language, found everywhere.

Participants from six different countries worked 
in international groups to prepare cross-curricular 
presentations to share with other students and teachers 
at an end-of-year workshop.

The project also gave students and teachers the 
opportunity to take part in a number of activities in 
different countries. From mathematical board games, 
especially designed for the project by participating 
teachers, in Ireland, to a visit to a concentration camp 
in Belgium, all the activities were aimed at giving 
participants access to experiences they wouldn't 
otherwise have had. 

Although the central theme of the project was to make 
maths more practical and interesting, Why Maths? 
also gave students and teachers the opportunity 
to improve their English and ICT skills, learn about 
different cultures, and work with people all over  
the world.
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