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Current State of Music and Dance Education1



To understand the Spanish system, it is 
important to mention that Spain is 
divided into 17 autonomous 
communities or regions. Education is 
decentralized to these communities, so 
the Spanish government regulates the 
national core curriculum to ensure 
consistency and the official recognition 
of qualifications. The Educational 
authorities are responsible of 
completing curricula in their respective 
areas. That  means that the landscape 
of music and dance education can vary  
depending on the region.
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The regulation of this stage varies 
across the autonomous communities, 
depending on where it is studied. In 
Andalusia, it is provided through official 
elementary conservatories, while other 
regions organize it differently

The government develops 55% of the 
curriculum, while each autonomous 
community (region) manages the 
remaining portion, either by adding 
hours to core subjects or by creating 
new ones. There is a significant 
difference in music education 
depending on the autonomous 
community, even though 55% of the 
curriculum is standardized

To access higher education in music or 
dance, applicants must pass an 
entrance exam, as well as comply 
some academic requirements 
(baccalaureate or higher-level technical 
qualification). 
Students do not need to achieve 
professional education level to access 
these programs.
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Recent Changes: 2024 Artistic Education Law2



What was taken into account 
in the development of the 
Law on Artistic Education?

Updating and adapting the regulatory 
framework to meet the current needs 
of institutions, teachers, students, 
and programmes

The different models adopted in other 
European countries

What does the Law regulate 
and who does it affect?

Higher artistic 
education Students Institutions

Teaching staff Relationships with 
universities

Artistic vocational 
education and 
training (VET)

(VET)



What new developments does the law introduce in professional 
artistic education in music and dance?

Article 66.3. Professional Artistic Education in Music and Dance shall
be organized into a programme with a minimum duration of six years.
Notwithstanding the above, within the framework of the organization
of these studies, the regulation of academic pathways specifically
aimed at obtaining a Technician or Higher Technician qualification,
or an official accreditation of professional competences previously
defined within the corresponding artistic disciplines, may be
established.



Until now, upon completing 
official professional artistic 
education in music or dance, 
students obtained the 
Professional Diploma in Music 
or the Professional Diploma in 
Dance in the chosen 
specialization, not linked to the 
European Education Area 
Framework

Article 66.3 allows for the establishment of a 
Technician qualification, which corresponds to Level 
4 of the European Qualifications Framework (EQF). It 
provides the technical qualification required to practice 
a profession.

1

future 2 It also allows the regulation of academic pathways 
specifically aimed at obtaining a Higher Technician 
qualification or an official accreditation of professional 
competences, which corresponds to Level 5 of the 
European Qualifications Framework (EQF). It is aligned 
with MECES Level 1 (Higher Technician) within higher 
education. It implies the use of ECTS credits and  
qualifies individuals for highly specialized employment, 
providing direct access to university undergraduate 
studies. These ECTS credits can be recognized in 
higher education levels.



When the application of the 
law is completed, students 
might focus on studying music 
or dance, since  a Higher 
Technician qualification may  
provide access to a higher 
Degree in artistic education, 
without completing 
Baccalaureate.



Professional skill standards of INCUAL (National Institute of 
Qualifications) are linked to the European Qualifications Framework 
(EQF). This eight-level system allows for comparability and recognition 
of professional qualifications among European Union member states.

They are defined in three levels (1, 2, and 3), which map to levels 3, 4, 
and 5 of the European Qualifications Framework, depending on the 
complexity of the task.

Additionally, a Professional Certificate can be obtained, linked to 
INCUAL competence standards, and valid around the European Union.

INCUAL standards should be defined to facilitate cross-border mobility, 
since competences acquired in Spain are understood and recognized in 
other EU member state.

Article 66.3. Official accreditation of professional skills 

Article 68. Relationship between professional artistic education 
and the National Catalogue of Professional Skill Standards

[…] The definition of those professional profile standards that may be 
identified in artistic fields, as well as the technical fields. These standards 
shall provide the basis for the design of training programmes and shall 
serve as a reference for the recognition and accreditation of competencies 
acquired through work experience.



New professional skill standards can be created, aligned with the 
expected  level of skill—for example, instrumentalist in a band or Holy 
Week brotherhood, band or choir director—reserving higher qualifications 
for more advanced levels. This would also allow the recognition of 
professional skills of musicians without official studies.



Article 66.5. Certain courses and specializations may, when foreseen
according to their characteristics in the regulation of the
corresponding qualifications, adopt a dual model, allowing teaching
and learning processes to be carried out in a combined manner in
educational institutions and in companies, studios, workshops,
archives, libraries, theaters, museums, foundations or boards, musical
ensembles, performing arts companies, and other relevant entities,
whether for-profit or non-profit, within the scope of the artistic
disciplines. This model shall be regulated under the terms proposed
in Organic Law 3/2022, of March 31, on the organization and
integration of Vocational Education and Training.



When the pathways for Technician or Higher Technician are regulated, it will be possible 
to opt for dual training, which involves students learning part of the curriculum in a 
professional environment: a dance company, a band, a youth orchestra, a lutherie 
workshop, or alongside a piano tuner, etc.



Article 67. Equivalence of professional artistic education with other studies.
1. By regulation, after consultation with the autonomous communities, the Government shall
determine the system of recognition and equivalence between professional artistic education and
the rest of the non-university education system.
2. Likewise, within the framework of the academic organization of Professional Education in Music
and Dance, the Government shall determine the correspondence between the qualifications
obtained through the completion of such studies, or, where appropriate, the specific pathways
established under the provisions of Article 66.3, and the levels established in the Spanish
Qualifications Framework for Lifelong Learning, in order to ensure their proper alignment with
comparable studies in other countries within the European Higher Education Area.
3. The competent educational authorities and universities shall promote the mutual recognition of
credits under the European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS) between higher-level
vocational cycles of professional artistic education and official university degrees, in order to
facilitate the establishment of educational pathways that recognize previously acquired training in
both directions.



The law also regulates higher artistic education in music and dance (among other
specialties), providing a common framework, granting institutions autonomy in the
management and creation of degrees, establishing quality assurance systems, enabling
the creation of master’s programs, promoting faculty development…



The Future of Music and Dance Education3



1
Updating the organization of professional education 
in music and dance – What is redundant, what is 
missing, and what could be improved?

2
Define new professional competence standards in 
INCUAL related to different professional profiles 
(levels 4A and 5A EQF)

3
Development of educational pathways for Technician 
and Higher Technician qualifications, linked to the 
professional competence standards



The future will bring greater recognition of professional 
artistic education in music and dance, increased 
mobility for students and teachers, and consequently, 
more specialization and higher quality in training. It will 
also provide more opportunities to build a career in the 
field of music and dance.



Thank you for your attention!
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