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Music Education in Italian Schools

From Primary to Conservatory: A Structural Overview
Marco Morandi – INDIRE, Italy



Italy's Musical Heritage

🎭🎭

Opera

Birthplace of the operatic tradition,
from Monteverdi to Verdi and 

Puccini

🎻🎻

Instrumental

Stradivari, Corelli, Vivaldi —
defining Western instrumental 

music

🎼🎼

Composition

Centuries of compositional heritage
shaping the global musical canon



Primary Education
Ages 6–11

PRIMARY
SCHOOL

Ages 6–11

›  2 hours of music per week

›  Taught by generalist teachers 
(not specialists)

›  The same teachers who cover 
every other subject

›  Basic music activities and 
singing

2
hrs / week

Primary schools in Italy formally allocate approximately
two hours per week to music education.
These activities are typically delivered by generalist
teachers, who are responsible for all subject areas
within the classroom.
As a result, music is usually integrated into broader
educational practices, often focusing on basic listening, 
singing, and creative activities.

"The allocated time for music is clearly defined within the 
curriculum.
However, the way it is implemented in practice can differ
significantly, depending on local contexts and teaching expertise."

📌📌 Music is taught by the same teachers as Italian, maths, history…



Lower Secondary Education
Ages 11–14 — The Only Guaranteed Music for All

2
hrs / week

standard curriculum

🎓🎓
Specialized music teachers

Subject taught by dedicated professionals

📚📚
Structured curriculum

Theory, music history, and practical activities

🌍🌍
Universal provision

All Italian students receive this



Lower Secondary Schools with a Music Strand
A distinctly Italian model

1/3
of all lower

secondary schools

+3 extra
afternoon hrs / week

on top of the 2 hrs
all students receive

🎸🎸
4 instruments to choose from

Students pick one when they enrol and study it throughout 
the three-year course.

🎓🎓
Specialist teachers with an artist's profile

Instrument teachers are fully qualified state school 
teachers — and also practising professional musicians.

🌟🌟
Dedicated afternoon sessions

3 extra hours per week of individual lessons and ensemble 
music, held outside normal school hours.



Upper Secondary System
Ages 14–19 — Multiple Pathways

Licei

General education

Technical
Schools

Professional technical

Vocational
Schools

Skills-based routes

Artistic
Pathways

Creative disciplines

Regulatory Framework

›  D.P.R. 89/2010 — Framework regulation

›  D.M. 211/2010 — National learning objectives (Indicazioni Nazionali)

›  PECUP — Educational, Cultural and Professional Profile

›  Framework unchanged since 2010



Upper Secondary System
Ages 14–19 — Multiple Pathways

In the Italian upper secondary system, music education is located within the general education
pathway (licei), rather than in vocational education and training (VET).

- Licei (general education): include the Liceo Musicale e Coreutico 

- VET and technical pathways: do not include structured music education

- Music is therefore positioned within a cultural and academic framework, rather than a vocational one



Music in General Upper Secondary Education
A Structural Contrast

Music in the General Licei

No dedicated subject
of music curriculum

for ~98.5% of liceo students

✗ Liceo Classico (Academic High School with a focus on Humanities)

✗ Liceo Scientifico (Science-focused High School)

✗ Liceo delle Scienze Umane (Human Sciences High School)

✗ Liceo Linguistico (Modern Languages High School)

✗ Liceo Artistico (Arts High School )

✗ Liceo del Made in Italy (Made in Italy High School)

Educational profile

Cultural and artistic awareness is explicitly included
among the expected learning outcomes, and music is
named within this domain.

In practice:

The implementation of this objective varies across
schools and contexts, and is often supported through
extracurricular activities.



Liceo Musicale e Coreutico
The Specialist Pathway — Introduced 2010

396
specialist hrs / year

Theory, Analysis & Composition 99 h

Ensemble Music Laboratory 99 h

Performance & Interpretation 66 h

Music History 66 h

Music Technologies 66 h

176
schools across Italy



Music and Performing Arts Lyceum

General Licei
~1,300,000 students  ·  98.5%

✗ 0 curriculum hours of music

✗ Music included in the educational    
framework, but not in the timetable

✗ Music, when present, is outside the 
curriculum

✗ No specialist music teachers

Liceo Musicale
~20,000 students  ·  1.55%

✓ 396 specialist hours per year

✓ Entrance assessment required

✓ Professional music preparation

✓ Pathway to Conservatory

VS



The Specialized Music Education Pathway
Ages 6–11

Primary

Limited, non-specialist

Ages 11–14

Lower Secondary

2 hrs/week for all

100% of 
students

Ages 14–19

Liceo Musicale

396 hrs/year, selective

1.55% of 
students 

Ages 19+

Conservatory

University level, 3+2

Selected 
students

This pathway serves ~1.55% of upper secondary students — the most musically engaged, not the broader population.



The Conservatory System
Higher music education in Italy

🎓🎓

University level

Conservatories are fully 
equivalent to universities 
in Italy's higher education 

system.

🇪🇪🇪🇪

Bologna Process

Reformed to align with the 
European higher 

education framework.

📐📐

3 + 2 structure

Three-year Bachelor's 
degree, followed by a two-

year Master's degree.

🔗🔗

Completing the path

Picks up where the Liceo 
Musicale leaves off.

PRE-2010 Old system

›  6–10 year instrumental courses at the Conservatory

›  A single institution for all levels of music training

POST-2010 New system

✓ Split into two levels: Liceo Musicale (ages 14–19) + 
Conservatory (3+2)

✓ Aligned with European higher education standards



The Erasmus Orchestra
An INDIRE Initiative

🎻🎻

First and only orchestra
of Erasmus students

from European Conservatoires

Launched 2017
for 30th anniversary of Erasmus

Since 2023: in collaboration with AEC
(European Association of Conservatoires)

Objectives

🇪🇪🇪🇪 Promote EU values through music

🔔🔔 Raise awareness of Erasmus+ mobility

⭐ Enhance excellence of European Conservatories

🤝🤝 Develop international collaborations

🎓🎓 Provide high-level professional training



Recent Policy Developments

First Cycle (Ages 3–14)

UPDATED

✓ D.M. 221/2025 updates national guidelines

✓ Effective from academic year 2026/27

✓ Music as integrated disciplinary area

Second Cycle (Ages 14–19)

UNCHANGED

→  Still governed by 2010 framework

→  No comparable update underway

→  The gap remains unaddressed



Summary: The Current Landscape

🟡🟡
Primary (6–11)
Limited, non-specialist

2 hrs/week for ALL students

🟢🟢
Lower Secondary (11–14)
2 hrs/week for ALL students

2 hrs/week for ALL students

🔴🔴
Upper Secondary General (14–19)
0 hrs for 98.5% of students

0 hrs for 98.5% of students

⭐
Liceo Musicale (14–19)
396 hrs/year — selective entry

27 hrs/week 

🎓🎓
Conservatory (19+)
University level 3+2

University level 3+2
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Thank you for your attention!
Marco Morandi

m.morandi@indire.it
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